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ABSTRACT

Vultures are crucial for the ecosystem as they are good scavengers and their population declined because of
habitat destruction and food unavailability. This study focuses on the vultures associated with the Gau Shala
located in Madhwaliya forest range of Sohagi Barwa Wildlife Sanctuary in Maharajganj district of Terai region
of Uttar Pradesh. Association of vulture with Gau Shala helps them to find food. Gau Shala is situated near
large grassland area, and the grassland is also used as dumping site of carcass. This grassland provides suitable
habitat for foraging because of water availability nearby Gau Shala and presence of trees like Sheesham
(Dalbergia sissoo), and Semal (Bombax Ceiba) which provide suitable roosting sites for vultures. Maharajganj
district is located on the international Indo-Nepal border in the North of Uttar Pradesh. This study shows the
population of vultures in three different seasons i.e., Summer (n=6), Winter (n=33) and Monson (n=12) in the
area of interest. The inter-species correlation analysis revealed distinct ecological associations. White Rumped
Vulture showed negative or independent correlations with both Eurasian Griffon Vulture and Himalayan Grif-
fon Vulture (Pearson r = —0.188), suggesting differing ecological niches or avoidance patterns among species.
On the other hand, Eurasian Griffon Vulture and Himalayan Griffon Vulture exhibited perfect positive correla-
tion (r = 1.0).
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