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ABSTRACT

Despite the ecological and taxonomic importance of larval morphological features, the tadpole of
Hoplobatrachus litoralis has remained undescribed. This study presents the first detailed account
focusing on their external morphology—especially the detailed structure of the oral apparatus as revealed
through Scanning Electron Microscopy (SEM). The present study highlights a distinctive characteristic of
the H. litoralis tadpoles—the presence of a prominent medial projection on the upper labium and four
continuous rows of needle like teeth arrangement in the lower labium. The labial tooth row formula (LTRF)
observed is 1/4. Phylogenetical analysis positions H. litoralis as a distinct linecage, forming a sister clade to
H. tigerinus.
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