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ABSTRACT

The present study establishes the new distribution record of Phalera grotei Moore 1859 from Meghalaya, India
based on the male specimen collected in May 2025 from the Ri-Bhoi district in the state. Though the specimen
was closely resembled with its congeners morphologically, its male genitalia characters such as slender uncus,
thumb-shaped apical flap of the valva with paired costal processes, strongly developed socii and a tubular
aedeagus with a vesica bearing numerous cornuti. Presence of a broader apical moon-spot on the forewing and a
distinctive abdominal band pattern further confirms its identification. This finding not only establishes the range
extension of Phalera grotei but also highlights the importance of genitalia-based taxonomic identification in
solving species complexes.
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