
Research Article  
 

Checklist of the genus Euthalia (Lepidoptera: Nymphalidae) from 
Namdapha National Park and Tiger Reserve with the Discovery of        
 a Rare butterfly Euthalia malaccana: Second photographic record 

from Indian Sub-continent 
 

Mahesh R.1 , Rajesh Gopinath2* , Gaurav Joshi3 , Roshan Upadhaya4    
 

1Kattiparambu Madam, Thekumbhagam, Tripunithura, Ernakulam (Kerala), India 
2Department of Civil Engineering, BMS Institute of Technology and Management, Bengaluru (Karnataka), India 

3Parwati Niwas, Jagat Mangla Colony, Haldwani, District Nainital (Uttarakhand), India 
4Basar, Leparada (Arunachal Pradesh), India 

 

*Corresponding Author’s E-mail: dr.rajeshgopinathnair@gmail.com 

 
(Received: July 30,  2025; Revised: May 27,  2026; Accepted:  June 1, 2026) 

ABSTRACT 
 

The study provides details of an addendum for the genus Euthalia in the checklist of Namdapha National Park and 
Tiger Reserve (Arunachal Pradesh, India), with salient details of the first-ever photographic evidence of the elusive 
species Euthalia malaccana Fruhstorfer, 1889. Incidentally, it is also the only second-ever photographic record from 
the Indian sub-continent. The sighting occurred during a butterfly survey on 16.X.2024 at Lunkai nalla. By analyz-
ing the photographic evidence with relevant identification keys, its gender and identification at species level was 
confirmed. The study also distinguishes between elevation and habitat-type of the locations of 1st and 2nd sighting, 
which are physically separated by another state's forest. Alpha-diversity studies were also undertaken to statistically 
analyse the checklist for understanding the existing distribution, richness, abundance, and evenness. The manuscript 
also presents details of its global presence and rarity, thereby highlighting the significance of this discovery. It fur-
ther implies upon the possibility of species thriving on range edges showcasing early signs of bio-geographic shifts. 
Herewith, the recording and critical identification of Fruhstorfer’s Baron is a feed-forward for all stakeholders to-
wards the need for renewed efforts and inclination in safeguarding the vulnerable pristine habitat of Namdapha Na-
tional Park and Tiger Reserve to sustain its butterfly hotspot status.  
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