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ABSTRACT

We recorded 477 snake by-catches belonging to seven species (Acrochordus granulatus, Hydrophis spp., Naja
naja, Cerberys rynchops, Enhydris enhydris, Fowlea piscator, Atretium schistosum) representing four families
(Acrochordidae, Homalopsidae, Elapidae, Natricidae). Gill net type 1 contributed to the most of the by-catches
225 (47.1%), while cast net did not record any snake by-catch. Acrochordids (29.1%), Homalopsids (17.4-
28.3%) and a Natricid Fowlea piscator (21.6%) were highly represented in by-catches, while others were scarce-
ly (0.02-1.6%) present. In this coastal lagoon, more by-catches were present in the inland fringe (61.6%) of the
lake than the coastal fringe (38.3%). Dead snakes (67%) were recorded more in fishing gears as by-catches, than
live ones (33%). We recommend suspending gill net usage during snake breeding season to reduce snake deaths
and deploying anti-poaching squad in major fishing centres to release entangled snakes soon before death. For
the first time, we documented, large-scale mortalities of snakes as by-catches in non-marine wetlands of India,
mirroring results of studies done in Cambodian and Vietnamese wetlands.
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